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rites and ceremonies are to be maintained in an age when science has become the prevailing mode of thought^ appropriate symbolism, especially that of music, mnst more and more take the place of appeals to the intellect on metaphysical questions, and of repetitions of traditional formulae which have lost all living significance.
Another Parsee rite, which is even less adapted for general usage, is that of disposing of the dead on towers of silence, where the body moulders away or is devoured by birds of prey. It originates in a poetical motive of not defiling the pure elements, fire, earth, or water, by corruption ; but it is obviously unsuited for the conditions of civilisation and climate which prevail in crowded cities under a humid sky.
There is little prospect therefore of any general conversion to the sect of Zoroastrians ; but what seems probable is the gradual transformation of existing modes both of religious and secular thought into something which is, in principle, very closely akin to the 1 excellent religion' taught by the Bactrian prophet.
The miraculous theory of the universe being virtually dead, the only theory that can reconcile facts with feelings, and the ineradicable emotions and aspirations of the human mind with the incontrovertible conclusions of science, is that of a remote and more or less unknown and incomprehensible First Cause, which has given the original atoms and energies so perfect an impress from the first, that all phenomena are evolved from them by fixed laws, one of the principal of such laws being that of polarity, which develops the ever-increasing complexities and contrasts of the inorganic and organic worlds, of moralities, philosophies, religions, and human societies.